
Union Plus Benefits – 
The Icing On The Cake 



Who is 
Union 
Plus?



Who is Union Plus? 

•  A nonprofit created by AFL-CIO 
in 1986 

•  Provides 25+ consumer benefits 
and discounts to union members 

•  No membership fee or need to 
enroll 

•  No union dues go to operation 
•  Reports to board of Intl. union 

leaders 
•  Unionized staff (OPIEU Local 2) 



Who is Union Plus? 



What is Union Plus?

•  The icing on the cake



•  The fun stuff!

What is Union Plus?

is for friends who do 
stuff together.

is for being in a union!

is for anywhere and 
anytime at all, wherever 
union members may be!



What is Union Plus?

•  Another reason it’s 
good to be a union 
member.

No union? 
No Union Plus for you! 



Union Plus’ Top 
Programs 



The Union Plus Mortgage Program



The Union Plus Mortgage Program

Other benefits: 
 
• $500 First-Time Home Award 
• $500 My Mortgage Gift Award 
(at closing) 
• A $1,000 Mortgage Veterans 
Grant for Steelworkers who’ve 
served in the U.S. armed forces. 

•  Layoff, or Disability 
–  Interest-free loan of up to 6 months of your mortgage or $15k 
–  $1,000 grant does NOT need to be repaid 

•  Strike or Lockout (under 30 days) 
–  Interest-free loan 

 
•  Strike or Lockout (over 30 days) 

–  Grant does NOT need to be repaid 
–  Pays up to 6 months of your mortgage or $15k 



USW Mortgage 

•  USW member David Santos 

•  USAF Veteran

•  Earned $2,000 in awards with Union 
Plus.

•  “When we received the grant money 
from Union Plus we put the majority of 
the money straight into the house,” 
Santos says. “We bought curtains and 
pillows, and completely re-did our 
mudroom. We made custom cabinets, 
laid new countertops, and installed a 
stainless steel sink.”



Two truths and a lie…

Text USWPOLL to 22555



Union Plus Real Estate Program 

•  Save $100s even $1000s. 
Steelworkers receive $50 for every 
$10,000 in home value after closing. 

•  Experienced. Every SIRVA agent is 
pre-screened as the best, based on 
performance, service and coverage 
around you. 

Home 
Value

Member 
Cash Back

$150,000 $750

$250,000 $1,250

$350,000 $1,750

$450,000 $2,250



The Save My Home Hotline 

•  Provided through the non-profit Money Management International (MMI) 
•  Over 50 years of experience 
•  It’s free, confidential, and could be the difference that keeps a Steelworker in their 

home! 
•  Just call 1-866-490-5361, 24/7 



15% AT&T Discount 

•  AT&T is the only nationwide 
unionized wireless carrier, 
employing over 150,000 union 
members 

 
•  Union members save 15% on 

wireless services 
 
•  Union members can get rebates of 

up to $250 when they upgrade their 
smartphone and use their Union 
Plus Credit Card 



What does a unionized wireless carrier 
mean? 



15% AT&T Discount 

•  Everyone has a cell phone, and 
everyone is paying too much! Who 
doesn’t want to save 15%? 

 
•  USW members looking to upgrade 

get $250 in rebates when they use 
their USW Union Plus Credit Card. 

•  It’s easy! 

“Using the service was easy. I filled 
out the paperwork and received a 

check.” 
 

Brenda Stuckey, retired USW 
member 



The average person looks 
at their phone ____ times 

per day. 



46 



The average person 
spends $____ per month 

on their smartphone 
plan? 



$93 
($110 for 

iPhone users) 



Verizon Strike 

Hardship grants to Union Plus Credit 
Cardholders:

•  249 union members provided 
$300 grants.

•  Expects to exceed $150,000 in 
grants to CWA and IBEW 
members

Mortgage Assistance Grants:

•  Provided over $330,000 in 
interest-free loans and grants 
toward the Union Plus Mortgages 
of CWA and IBEW members



If your members need help…. 

Text STRIKE to 22555

Text DISABILITY to 22555

Text LAYOFF to 22555

Text ASSISTANCE to 22555

Text DISASTER to 22555

These programs have provided over $8.5 million to union 
members, and almost $500,000 to USW members since 
2009.



The Union Plus Scholarship Program 

•  $150,000 annual scholarships for members’ 
children 

•  More than $4 million in 20 years 
•  Since 2009, Union Plus has given USW 

families $51,000 in scholarships 
•  USW had four winners in 2016 
•  Learn more at UnionPlus.org/Scholarship 



"Growing up in a working class family, 
my family was dependent on the good 
wages and healthcare benefits my dad's 
union job provided.  When the factory 
he worked at eventually shut down, had 
it not been for my mom's good-paying 
union job with the state government my 
family never would have made it. Thus, 
as a thankful beneficiary of the 'Union 
Difference' I grew up understanding that 
everything I had was because of the 
labor movement.“

-John Ertl, 
USW son and Union Plus 
Scholarship Winner
Text ERTL to 22555 to read more

The Union Plus Scholarship Program 



Auto Related Benefits 

•  Auto Buying Service
–  Union member save an average 
of $3,221 off MSRP
–  Get special rebates for buying 
union-made
–  Administered by TrueCar

•  Goodyear discount
–  Save on  10%Goodyear tires, 
many of which made by 
Steelworkers and United Food and 
Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
members

•  Motor Club
–  Less expensive than AAA
–  Receive $40 in gas rebate 
vouchers
–  100% satisfaction guaranteed or 
receive your money back



•  Save 20% on flowers and gift baskets at UnionPlus.org/Flowers 

The fun stuff! 

Sweet Supreme Tower - 
100% Union Made!   

America The Beautiful 
Bouquet 

Sea To Shining Sea 
Bouquet 



•  Save on entertainment at UnionPlus.org/Entertainment 
–  Save on over 50 theme parks, like Disney and Six Flags 
–  Save up 48% on movie tickets 
–  Discounts on sporting events, theaters, zoos, and more 

The fun stuff! 



•  Save on travel at UnionPlus.org/Travel 
–  Save 25% on rental cars from Alamo, Avis, Budget, Enterprise, Hertz and 
National 
–  Get a great deal on hotels and flights with the Union Plus Travel Center, 
powered by Expedia 

The fun stuff! 



What benefit most interest you?

Text USWPOLL to 22555



What benefit most interest you?



▶  UP recently ran an 
online survey that 
resulted in ~40,000 
respondents

▶  Subject line:  <first 
name>, Union Plus 
wants to serve you 
better

Member benefit interest survey 
is a perfect way to start getting data What benefits are union members 

interested in?



Travel, wireless & union-made top the list 



AT&T & Verizon are top wireless carriers 



Union Plus 
Resources for USW 

Communicators 



UnionPlusLeaders.org 



Leader Update 



Order Free Materials 

–  Place displays in your union hall or training 
center 

 
–  Order brochures for your new member 
welcome kit 

 
–  Order fliers to post on your bulletin boards 
at your worksites or lunch rooms 



#2 – Post Online 

Web Banners 



#2 – Post Online 



#2 – Post Online 

•  Adding benefits descriptions & feeds for 
your union website: 

•  Get your union's customized benefits 
list that will be automatically updated 
whenever we add or remove a benefit for 
your union. 

•  Use the Union Plus blog feed (RSS) 



#2 – Post Online 

•  Adding benefits descriptions & feeds for 
your union website: 

•  Get your union's customized benefits 
list that will be automatically updated 
whenever we add or remove a benefit for 
your union. 

•  Use the Union Plus blog feed (RSS) 



#2 – Post Online 

Check out other content at: 
•  UnionPlus.org/Blog 
•  Facebook.com/UnionPlus  
•  Twitter.com/UnionPlus 



Follow Our Monthly Communications Calendar 

By following our monthly communications, you will be able to provide 
your members with the most relevant discounts and benefits!  



#3 – Send Emails 

What to include in the email? 
•  Promotional calendar materials 
•  Blog posts from UnionPlus.com/Blog 
•  Sample emails from 

UnionPlusLeaders.org 
•  Include banner images in your emails 
•  New promotions/Contests  
•  Testimonials 



▶  Email open/click rates increase 
when benefits mentioned 

▶  “Member benefits” – most popular 
sections of top union sites 

▶  Comments from union members:  
“Why didn’t I know about these 
benefits sooner?” 

▶  Expect benefits from union 
membership 

Why use Union Plus in email? 



#4 – Place Ads & Articles 

Search our full library of 
press-ready ads and 
articles. Promoting your 
union's Union Plus 
benefits effectively is 
easy with these ready-
to-use materials. 



Sample Ads 



Sample Ads 



Sample Articles 



Testimonials 



#5 – Show Union Plus Video 

Promote this video by: 
•  Meetings 
•  Emails 
•  Presentations 
 
Why do this? 
•  Show members all the benefits of 

Union Plus 
•  Help union members get the rewards 

they deserve 
•  Train committees 



#6 – Get Union Plus Involved! 

David Tindell, Digital Marketing Manager 
 

Dtindell@UnionPlus.org 


